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Abstract

The section on monotheism (fawhid) is one of the most important areas of Islamic
theology, addressing numerous issues related to the ontology and epistemology of
God, including His names and attributes. A key challenge in this field has been the
question of whether the divine names are divinely pre-established or ordained
(tawgqifivyat al-asma’). This issue was considered in several hadiths even before the
first theological works were compiled. As a result, theologians have sometimes drawn
upon sacred texts, such as the Quran and the Tradition, to support their arguments
on the matter. Among prominent Imami scholars, al-Sayyid al-Murtada (355-436
AH/965-1044 CE) was the first theologian to formally present and establish the view
that divine names are divinely ordained, which subsequently became one of the main
solutions to the problem. Given the significance of al-Sayyid al-Murtada’s views and
their influence on shaping trends in the history of Imami theology, this article aims to
examine the issue based on his theological texts and to derive his perspective on the
matter from his writings.

Keywords: divine names, pre-establishment (tawgifiyya), pre-establishment of
divine names, Theological School of Baghdad, al-Sayyid al-Murtada.
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